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President’s Message

Pakistan Golf Federation (PGF) has been successful in increasing
the golfing activities in the country. Like last three initiatives
Jinnah Development Tour (JDT), Interclub Championship, Longest
Drive this year we have re-started Match Play Golf Championship
which has come alive after more than two decades. We have
also been able to get a Level Three Referee and tournament
administrator certified from R&A which is first time in the history
of golf in Pakistan.

Like the world Pakistan was also hit hard by the pandemic.
Sports activities were on halt for more than four months. But
as always PGF has proven resilient and as soon as the ban on
sports activity was lifted by the government PGF started with
Professional Qualifying School and since then PGF is trying its
best to make the most of the time left in the present calendar
year.

Pakistan Golf Federation is now registered as a nonprofit
organisation for a renewable period of three years. This is also
a very significant change brought up with diligent hard work by
PGF team. Since the resumption of golf activity PGF held all its
tournaments and trials proving its commitment to the game.
PGF has seen new talent come up in the amateur field and the
numbers of ladies and junior golfers is also increasing steadily.

It gives me feeling of great gratitude that because of the team
effort we have been able to give some outcome in all fields
related to golf. | am grateful to all associations for doing their
best in these trying times and giving us yet another year full of
golf activities. The direction taken by PGF for progress of golf
in Pakistan is very positive. Policies initiated by PGF during last
three years have seen a positive response as progress in golf
which is very heartening to know. Our intentions, efforts and
resolve will make sure that we keep progressing Insha-Allah.

We are back with the PGF Newsletter. A lot of action has taken place following the
resumption of golfing activities which came to a halt last year because of the Covid-
19 pandemic. | was present at several of the major events including the Faldo Series
Pakistan tournament in Lahore and the National Amateur Championship in Karachi
and was pleased to observe that players and officials followed all SOPs.

Golf has a big advantage over most other sports as it is played outdoors so there
is a lesser fear of transmission of the virus. Back to the golfing action, we have
incorporated most of the major events and have interviewed a few leading golfing
personalities of the country.
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Shabbir wins fourth Pakistan Open crown

Among the current lot, Shabbir
Igbal is by far the most successful
professional in Pakistan. He, once
again, proved his status as the
biggest gun on the national circuit
when he won the 2020 edition of
the prestigious Pakistan Open Golf
Championship at the Rawal-pindi
Golf Club.

The highly-experienced Shabbir
had a close contest and the biggest
challenge was from the young star
Ahmed Baig from PAF. During the
first two rounds Ahmed Baig was
leading by three strokes but the
great Shabbir came from behind

in the final two days to claim the Prize winners of the Pakistan Open Golf Championship pose for a group photo with
coveted title. President of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi

Shabir had rounds of 71,72,73,67

for a total of -5 during the 72-hole championship. Ahmed
Baig had scores of 70,70,76,70 for a total of -2. The seasoned
Muhmmad Munir also had a run in final two rounds to come
from behind and claim third position. His scores were
77,71,70,69 for a total of -1.

Shabbir Igbal in action

The prize money for the Pakistan Open was Rs 5 million.
The winner received Rs 570,000, runner-up Rs 371,250
and third-position holder Rs 232,500.

Multan’s Abdul Wadood emerged as the best junior
professional of the championship, Faizan Ali of Lahore
Garrison was second and Ishfag Ahmed of Multan third.

The best amateur of the championship was Muhammad
Umer Khokhar, his scores for the four rounds being 76,70,72
and 74 for an aggregate of 292.

Second gross prize in amateur category was won by Salman
Jehangir of Lahore Gymkhana. His scores were 76, 78, 74
and 71 (aggregate 299).

Muhammad Umer Khokhar teeing off
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